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FRENCH  INVESTMENT  IN 
UNDER-DEVELOPED  AREAS 


International  bodies  and  the  national  govern¬ 
ments  of  major  countries  today  all  acknowledge 
their  responsibilities  toward  the  less  developed 
areas.  Yet  the  total  investment,  public  and  pri¬ 
vate,  in  those  areas  still  represents  only  about 
one  fourth  of  the  amount  required  to  maintain 
a  satisfactory  rate  of  economic  growth.  The 
overseas  countries  associated  with  France  ap¬ 
pear,  in  this  respect,  to  be  privileged  in  com¬ 
parison  with  other  under-developed  countries. 

While  experts  estimate  that  the  new  investment, 
from  external  sources,  in  all  under-developed 
areas  put  together,  should  average  $10  to  12 
billion  annually,  the  actual  figure  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  $3  billion.  Of  this,  $200  million  represents 


the  multilateral  efforts  of  the  International  Bank 
and  United  Nations  agencies.  Regional  or¬ 
ganizations  have,  heretofore,  contributed  even 
lesser  amounts,  although  the  members  of  the 
European  Economic  Community  are  planning  a 
joint  investment  of  some  $600  million  over  the 
next  five  years,  chiefly  in  the  overseas  terri¬ 
tories  of  Africa,  with  France  and  West  Germany 
as  principal  contributors. 

Bilateral  aid  and  private  investment  remain  the 
essential  source  of  capital  for  under-developed 
countries.  The  United  States,  France  and  the 
United  Kingdom  are  the  largest  contributors, 
with  the  USSR  now  contributing  a  share,  the 
exact  amount  of  which  is  difficult  to  estimate. 


INVESTMENT  OF  THE  THREE  MAJOR  WESTERN  POWERS  IN  UNDER-DEVELOPED 
AREAS  AS  A  PERCENTAGE  OF  NATIONAL  INCOME 


FRANCE 

1956  NATIONAL  INCOME 
$40  Billion 


ANNUAL  INVESTMENT 
PUBLIC  and  PRIVATE 
$600  Million 


UNITED  KINGDOM 
1956  NATIONAL  INCOME 
$47  Billion 


ANNUAL  INVESTMENT 
PUBLIC  and  PRIVATE 
$300  Million 


UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA 
1956  NATIONAL  INCOME 
$345  Billion 


% 


ANNUAL  INVESTMENT 
PUBLIC  and  PRIVATE 
$1,600  Million 


France  is  setting  aside,  for  investment  in  under-developed  countries,  a  larger 
percentage  of  her  national  income  than  any  other  country  in  the  world. 

On  the  same  basis  of  comparison,  the  United  Kingdom  spends  less  than  one  half, 

and  the  United  States  just  one  third  as  much. 

i  DECADE  OF  PROGRESS 


AN  EXAMPLE  OF  PLANNED  DEVELOPMENT: 
FRENCH  WEST  AND  EQUATORIAL  AFRICA 


In  planning  the  development  of  all  overseas  countries  associated  with  her,  no  matter 
what  the  formal  juridical  nature  of  their  association,  France  has  everywhere  been 
guided  by  these  basic  principles: 

•  That  the  progress  of  the  economy  must  keep  pace  with  political  progress  if 
stable  conditions  are  to  be  maintained. 

•  That  public  investments  must  serve  as  a  primer  if  private  capital  is  to  invest 
in  a  manner  beneficial  to  those  countries. 

This  policy,  and  the  results  achieved,  are  illustrated  here  by  taking  the  example  of 
French  West  and  Equatorial  Africa,  a  huge  bloc  of  overseas  countries  which, 
together,  cover  an  area  of  some  2.8  million  square  miles  (1 .8  million  for  FWA,  nearly 
1  million  for  FEA)  or  slightly  less  than  the  continental  U.S.A. 


FRENCH  WEST 
AND  EQUATORIAL 
AFRICA  COMPARE 
IN  SIZE  WITH 
THE  U.S.A. 


Seldom,  in  these  tropical  regions  of  Africa,  has 
nature  made  it  easy  for  man  to  penetrate,  to 
search  for  resources,  to  open  broad  paths  for 
civilization  and  trade. 

The  coast  offered  but  a  few  poor  natural  har¬ 
bors.  The  flow  of  rivers  like  the  Niger  (1,736 
miles)  and  Senegal  (1 ,054  miles)  in  French  West 
Africa,  the  Congo,  the  Ubangi  and  the  Ogowe 
in  French  Equatorial  Africa  was  impeded  by 
rapids,  thus  hindering  navigation. 


Only  through  long-range  planning,  supported 
by  public  funds,  for  the  development  of  a 
coordinated  network  of  communications  could 
progress,  economic  and  social  as  well  as  politi¬ 
cal,  extend  even  beyond  a  few  coastal  areas. 
For  private  development  needs  an  incentive 
and  it  was  not  until  after  a  partial  network 
existed  —  until  a  few  years  ago,  in  fact  —  that 
the  mineral  wealth  of  French  Africa,  for  in¬ 
stance,  began  to  be  discovered. 
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A  LARGE,  UNIFIED  POPULATION 


THE  MISSING  ASSET: 


The  whole  area  of  French  West  and  Equatorial 
Africa  has  less  than  24  million  inhabitants, 
about  half  as  many  as  Metropolitan  France,  and 
only  one  seventh  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States. 

In  addition,  this  population  is  very  unequally 
divided  between  the  different  climatic  zones: 
the  desert-like  steppe,  the  savannah  and  the 
tropical  forest,  the  coastal  areas  being,  as  is 
normal,  more  densely  populated. 

Although  there  exists  a  degree  of  racial  uni¬ 


formity —  about  85%  of  the  inhabitants  are 
Negroes  —  the  population  is  actually  highly 
diversified,  both  ethnically  and  linguistically. 

Some  30  different  ethnic  groups  are  repre¬ 
sented  in  French  West  Africa,  including  one 
million  nomads  in  the  North,  and  20  in  French 
Equatorial  Africa,  the  population  structure  of 
which  is  even  more  complex.  Language  consti¬ 
tutes  a  particularly  challenging  problem  as,  for 
instance,  French  West  Africans  speak  120  dif¬ 
ferent  languages  or  dialects. 


43  MILLION 


(1956  population  figu 


BUT  HAVE  ONLY  HALF 
THE  POPULATION  OF 
FRANCE,  ONE  SEVENTH 
THE  POPULATION  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES 


=  20  MILLION 


THE  ANSWER: 


FIDES 


The  name  FIDES,  a  symbol  of  the  faith  which 
France  puts  in  the  future  of  less  developed 
countries,  no  matter  how  great  the  challenge, 
stands  for  the  initials  in  French  of  the  Investment 
Fund  for  Economic  and  Social  Development  of 
the  Overseas  Territories. 

While  FIDES  was  created  specifically  to  answer 
the  needs  of  the  Overseas  Territories  —  FWA 
and  FEA  are  groups  of  such  Territories  —  other 
countries  associated  with  France  have  also 
benefited  from  similar  plans.  FIDOM  has  been 
concerned  with  the  development  of  Overseas 
Departments  (Guadeloupe,  Guiana,  Martinique 


and  Reunion).  North  Africa  (Algeria  and  the 
newly  independent  countries  of  Morocco  and 
Tunisia)  has  received  a  sizeable  share  of  the 
Modernization  and  Equipment  Fund  (FME,  now 
FDES)  set  up  after  World  War  II  for  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  Metropolitan  France  to  carry  out 
what  is  commonly  known  as  the  “Monnet  Plan.” 

From  communications  to  education  and  public 
health,  FIDES  has  made  it  possible  to  tackle  the 
most  difficult  problems  of  these  vital  areas  of 
Africa  on  so  large  a  scale  that  planning  alone 
could  do  it. 
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FIDES-HOW  IT  WORKS 


GOVERNMENT  Chairman  PARLIAMENT 

REPRESENTATIVES  The  Minister  of  France  Overseas  REPRESENTATIVES 


Ministry  of 
France  Overseas 


Ministry  of  Finance 
&  Economic  Affairs 


Commissariat 
for  the  Plan 


Central  Overseas 
Bank  (CCFOM) 


Deputies 


Senators 


Councillor  of  the 
French  Union 


INVESTMENT  FUND  FOR  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

IN  THE  OVERSEAS  TERRITORIES 


The  Investment  Fund  for  Economic  and  Social 
Development  in  the  Overseas  Territories  (FIDES) 
is  managed  by  the  Central  Overseas  Bank 
known  by  its  initials  in  French  as  CCFOM. 

The  CCFOM  is  a  multi-functional  body  with  such 
responsibilities  as  the  issuing  of  currency  in  the  Over¬ 
seas  Territories  and  the  control  of  foreign  exchange 
operations,  but  it  also  has  funds  of  its  own,  besides 
FIDES,  available  for  low-cost  loans  to  help  finance 
overseas  enterprises. 

FIDES  is  financed  essentially  by  the  budget  of 
Metropolitan  France,  although  the  Territories 
themselves  bring  a  token  contribution  which, 
practically,  is  paid  with  funds  advanced  to 
them  by  the  CCFOM.  The  French  Parliament 
appropriates  the  funds  required  by  FIDES  to 
carry  out,  year  after  year,  the  long-range  plans 
which  it  has  previously  approved.  Some  appro¬ 
priations  may  actually  apply  to  several  years 
where  major  public  works,  for  instance,  are 
involved. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  FIDES  (pictured 
above)  apportions  the  funds  according  to  the 
needs  of  each  Territory  on  the  basis  of  devel¬ 


opment  programs  presented  by  the  individual 
Territories,  or  groups  of  Territories,  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  approved  by  the  Territorial  Assem¬ 
blies.  In  this  manner,  the  local  populations 
participate  in  planning  at  every  stage: 
through  their  local  elected  representatives, 
through  their  deputies  and  senators  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  through  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  FIDES  which  represent  Overseas 
Committees  of  Parliament. 

The  operations  of  FIDES  fall  into  two  cate¬ 
gories: 

The  General  Section  which  finances,  on  a 
straight  grant  basis,  undertakings  which  benefit 
all  or  more  than  one  Territory.  This  includes, 
for  instance,  scientific  research,  public  develop¬ 
ment  corporations,  major  public  works  studies. 

The  Overseas  Section  which  finances,  through 
grants  from  FIDES  or  loans  (1.5%  repayable 
in  25  years)  from  FIDES  or  the  CCFOM,  basic 
local  equipment  expenditures:  roads,  railroads, 
ports,  airports,  power,  schools,  hospitals,  hous¬ 
ing,  etc. 
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TOTAL  PUBLIC  INVESTMENTS  IN  THE  OVERSEAS  TERRITORIES  OF  AFRICA*  1947-1958 


FIDES 

General  Section: 

Grants 

$305,000,000 


FRENCH 

PARLIAMENT 

Appropriations 

$2,140,000,000 


Overseas  Section: 

Grants 

$940,000,000 

Loans 


$445,000,000 


2% 


CCFOM  (own  funds) 

Loans 

$450,000,000  1  % 


46% 


French 
West  Africa 


20% 


French 

Equatorial  Africa 


17<>/o  Cameroons 

(UN  Trust) 


14% 


Madagascar 


Togoland 
(UN  Trust) 


French  Somaliland 

•Revalued  in  francs  of  1956  purchasing  power 
converted  at  1956  official  rate  of  exchange. 


Public  Investments  in  the  Territories  of  French  West  &  Equatorial  Africa 
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FIDES  IN 
FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA 


THE  TASK  AND  THE  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The  population  map  of  French  West  Africa  reveals  at  a  glance  the  major  task  of 
a  sound  development  plan. 

•  The  over-all  population  density  is  only  4  inhabitants  per  square  mile. 

•  7  out  of  18  million  inhabitants  live  in  the  coastal  areas  where  practically 
all  exportable  goods  are  produced. 

•  The  rest  of  the  population  is  isolated  in  the  hinterland  and  retains  a  primitive 
system  of  closed  economy. 


DENSITY  OF  POPULATION 


/ 

j  FRENCH  SUDAN 


NIGER 


MAURITANIA 


Inhabitants  per  square  mile 
under  2.5 

2.5  to  12.5 

12.5  to  25 
25  to  50 
50  to  125 
over  1 25 


The  rational  development  of  a  communications  network  and  a  comprehensive 
public  health  and  hygiene  program  thus  appear  as  the  most  urgent  requirements 
of  French  West  Africa. 

Experts  now  forecast  that  the  population  of  French  West  Africa  will  double  within 
the  next  forty  years.  If  this  potential  increase  in  manpower  is  to  serve  the  country’s 
economy  efficiently,  educational  facilities  must  also  be  greatly  expanded. 

Accomplishments  in  these  vital  areas  of  development:  communications,  public  health 
and  education,  together  with  production,  are  briefly  reviewed  in  the  following  pages. 
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SEAPORTS 


Before  World  War  II,  French  West  Africa  already  had  one  large  seaport:  Dakar, 
in  Senegal.  Today,  the  port  of  Dakar  handles  over  4  million  tons  of  cargo,  twice  as 
much  as  in  1938,  and  has  some  of  the  most  modern  equipment  in  any  African  ports. 

Since  1947,  however,  two  more  important  harbors  have  been  developed:  Conakry, 
in  French  Guinea,  where  the  new  facilities  are  vital  to  the  exploitation  of  the  Terri¬ 
tory’s  iron  and  bauxite  deposits;  Abidjan,  in  the  Ivory  Coast,  a  man-made  harbor 
formerly  separated  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  by  a  strip  of  land  and  a  shallow  lagoon. 
Thanks  to  its  new  seaport,  the  Ivory  Coast  now  “breathes”  and  has  become  the 
most  prosperous  Territory  of  French  West  Africa. 


CARGO  TRAFFIC  OF  MAJOR  PORTS  OF  FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA 


4,000,000  tons  3,000,000  2,000,000  1,000,000  0 
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RAILROADS 


Most  of  the  present  network  of  railroads  in  French  West  Africa  was  built  before 
the  last  World  War.  The  major  contribution  of  FIDES,  as  far  as  the  network  is  con¬ 
cerned,  is  the  construction  of  the  Mossi  Railroad  line,  between  Bobo-Dioulasso  and 
Ouagadougou  (225  miles)  in  the  Territory  of  Upper  Volta.  (See  map  on  p.  22.) 

With  the  completion  of  the  Mossi  Railroad  in  1954,  a  land-locked  region,  relatively 
well  populated  and  with  a  good  agricultural  potential,  was  given,  for  the  first  time, 
direct  access  to  the  coast:  733  miles  of  continuous  tracks  ending  at  the  new  seaport 
of  Abidjan. 

Since  1947,  FIDES  funds  have  been  employed  to  improve  the  existing  railroad 
system  and  rolling  stock.  In  particular,  Diesel  engines  are  being  substituted  for  the 
old  steam  engines  with  a  view  to  greater  efficiency. 


RAILROAD  NETWORK 


1 


1 ,049  (156  stations) 
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11111111 
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362  (69  stations) 

Total  Network  2,558  (miles) 

100  200  300  400  500  600  700  800  900  1000  1100 


PASSENGER  TRAFFIC 
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ROADS  AND  AIRPORTS 

In  French  West  Africa,  roadbuilding  is  both  the  most  important  and  the  most  chal¬ 
lenging  undertaking.  Against  tremendous  odds,  and  consequently  at  great  cost, 
hundreds  of  miles  of  highways,  surfaced  roads  and  dirt  roads  are  constantly  being 
built  or  improved. 

Thanks  to  the  new  highways,  isolated  towns  are  mushrooming  into  modern  cities. 
But  the  development  of  other  roads,  whether  surfaced  or  not,  is  at  least  equally 
important.  It  has  boosted  the  trade  in  local  products  and  permitted  the  extension 
of  cultivated  areas  to  regions  which  were  formerly  cut  off  from  the  marketing  centers. 


French  West  Africa  is  already  equipped  with  a  number  of  international  airports  such 
as  those  of  Dakar,  Abidjan,  Bamako,  Conakry  and  Niamey.  In  addition,  FIDES  funds 
are  employed  to  increase  the  number  and  the  facilities  of  secondary  airfields  which 
play  an  increasingly  important  role  in  the  transportation  of  passengers,  emergency 
supplies  such  as  pharmaceuticals,  and  perishable  goods,  to  and  from  towns  and 
villages  of  the  hinterland. 

AIR  NETWORK  IN  1956 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 


In  fifty  years  of  relentless  efforts,  the  public 
health  services  of  French  West  Africa  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  controlling  the  most  dreaded  diseases 
of  tropical  areas:  yellow  fever,  smallpox, 
plague,  etc.  Thanks  to  extensive  vaccination 
campaigns,  some  contagious  diseases  have 
even  almost  entirely  disappeared. 

FIDES  has  financed  the  creation  of  institutes 
specialized  in  medical  research  as  for  instance 


the  Leprosy  Institute  of  Bamako  and  the  Try¬ 
panosome  Institute  of  Bobo-Dioulasso.  General 
hospitals  have  been  erected  in  the  major  cities; 
smaller  hospitals,  including  an  obstetrics  depart¬ 
ment,  have  been  opened  in  other  towns;  medical 
centers,  with  facilities  for  in-patients  and  mater¬ 
nity  cases,  are  available  in  agricultural  areas; 
dispensaries  and  mobile  medical  units  reach  the 
most  remote  regions. 


700 


NUMBER  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  MIDWIVES 

638 


. •••  : : •*. III  BM IlljCM 

1948  1951  1955 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT 


HIGH  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT 


VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT 


(thousands) 


The  principle  that  schools  should  provide  an 
elementary  education  of  high  caliber  guided 
the  early  development  of  educational  facilities 
well  before  World  War  II.  The  first  problem, 
therefore,  was  to  establish  standards.  Next  it 
was  necessary  to  build  more  and  more  schools 
in  order  to  combat  illiteracy  effectively.  Al¬ 
though  much  still  remains  to  be  done,  FIDES 
funds  and  local  public  and  private  efforts  have 
made  it  possible  to  quadruple  elementary  school 
enrollment  in  the  last  ten  years. 

With  more  and  more  pupils  completing  their 
elementary  education  each  year,  local  schools 
must  also  be  opened  to  receive  those  who  desire 


EDUCATION 

to  pursue  their  studies  further.  Formerly,  schol¬ 
arships  were  awarded  for  study  abroad,  mostly 
in  Metropolitan  France,  but  although  such  schol¬ 
arships  are  still  available  and  more  students 
from  French  West  Africa  attend  French  univer¬ 
sities,  education  above  the  elementary  grades 
is  given  locally  to  increasing  numbers  of  young 
men  and  women.  High  schools,  vocational 
schools,  teachers  colleges,  apprenticeship  cen¬ 
ters  are  being  opened  everywhere.  The  new 
Dakar  University  is  the  symbol  of  the  efforts 
made  to  ensure  French  West  Africa  of  having 
the  capable  leadership  without  which  self-gov¬ 
ernment  is  but  an  empty  word. 


AGRICULTURE 


The  intensification  of  the  production  of  livestock  and  other  foodstuffs,  which  was  to 
contribute  to  a  general  rise  in  the  living  standard  of  the  populations,  was  made 
possible  by  soil  conservation  measures  throughout  FWA,  as  well  as  construction 
of  silos,  the  widespread  use  of  selected  seed  and  the  establishment  of  immunization 
and  selective  breeding  centers. 


LIVESTOCK 
Sheep  and  goats 
Cattle 

Hogs  300,000  head 
Chickens 

Guinea  Hens  2  million 
o 


PRODUCTION  OF  THE  MAJOR  FOODSTUFFS 
FOR  LOCAL  CONSUMPTION  IN  FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA 


20  million  head 

10  million  head 

16  million 

5,000,000  10,000,000  15,000,000  20,000,000 


AGRICULTURE 
Millet  &  Sorghum 
Rice  (paddy) 

Corn 

Sweet  Potatoes 
Bananas  (plantains) 

Manioc 
Yams 

OTons  500,000  1,000,000  1,500,000  2,000,000  2,500,000 


2,400,000  tons 


600,000  tons 
440,000  tons 

780,000  tons 

450,000  tons 


1,970,000  tons 
1 ,820,000  tons 


The  development  of  cash  crops,  too,  which  plays  an  important  role  in  improving  the 
balance  of  trade  of  French  West  Africa,  contributes  to  a  great  extent  to  increasing 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  producers,  who  are  almost  exclusively  Africans. 


SENEGAL,  NIGER, 
FRENCH  SUDAN 


DAHOMEY, 
FRENCH  GUINEA, 
IVORY  COAST 

FRENCH  GUINEA, 
IVORY  COAST 

IVORY  COAST, 
FR.GUINE  A,  DAHOMEY 

IVORY  COAST 


IVORY  COAST 


14 


MAIN  CASH  CROPS  FOR  EXPORT 


1  2,400  tons 

PEANUTS  Shelled  -  284,500  tons 

Oil  -  98,800  tons 

PALM  Kernels— 84,700  tons 
Oil-17, 600  tons 

BANANAS  (bunches)  104,000  tons 
COFFEE  BEANS  131,000  tons 

COCOA  75,750  tons 

WOOD  Logs  -  208,000  tons 


Lumber  — 

1  2,900  tons 

0  Tons  50.000 


100.000 


150.000 


200  000 


250  OOO  300  000 


MINING 


Although  the  economy  of  French  West  Africa  is 
still  basically  agricultural,  the  mineral  discov¬ 
eries  made  in  recent  years  have  radically  altered 
the  outlook  for  the  future. 

Hopes  are  based  on  two  major  assets:  a  consid¬ 
erable  hydroelectric  potential  and  rich  mineral 
deposits.  In  Guinea,  the  Great  Falls  have  al¬ 
ready  been  harnessed,  iron  ore  (in  the  Kaloum 
Peninsula)  and  bauxite  (in  the  Loos  Islands)  have 
been  in  production  for  several  years.  Now,  much 
more  important  projects  are  in  the  making;  the 
most  spectacular  one  being  carried  on  at  pres¬ 
ent  involves  major  works  along  the  Konkoure 


River,  also  in  Guinea,  with  a  potential  capacity 
of  5  billion  Kwh. 

The  Konkoure  project  was  drawn  up  with  the 
idea  of  developing  the  bauxite  deposits  of 
more  than  500  million  tons,  situated  near 
the  Konkoure  River.  Financing  this  project 
would  entail  investments  of  $250  million  for 
hydroelectric  works  as  well  as  for  the  extrac¬ 
tion  of  bauxite  and  the  manufacture  of  alum¬ 
ina,  and  later  of  aluminum. 

Other  important  deposits  include  iron  and 
copper  in  Mauritania,  manganese  in  French 
Sudan  and  Upper  Volta  and  phosphates  in 
Senegal. 


1000 


800 


600 


400 


200 


l 


PRODUCTION  OF  IRON  ORE 
PHOSPHATES  AND  BAUXITE 


(in  thousand  metric  tons) 


DIAMOND  PRODUCTION 

(in  thousand  carats) 


Phosphates 
Bauxite 
Iron  Ore 


398.6 


1939  1947  1951  1953 


853.0 


1956 


179.9 


101.2 


1939  1947  1951  1953 


400 

389.6 


300 


200 
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MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


Dakar  —  Thies  two-way 
railroad  construction: 
$2,432,000 


SENEGAL 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $140.5  million 


Dakar: 

Development  of  the  Cape  Verde  Peninsula 
Highways,  Ports,  Universities,  Schools 
Public  Health,  Communications, 
Laboratories,  Slaughter  Houses 

Total  $29,481,000 


St-Louis: 

Docks,  Technical  Colleges,  Airports 
Public  Works,  Water  supply 

Total  $2,595,000 


Industrial  rice  cultivation 
at  Richard-Toll:  $19,215,000 

~1 —  - 

I  Studies  of  the 

I  Senegal  river:  $; 

•  *  Dagana  Podor 


of  the 

Senegal  river:  $3,100,000 


Roads  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 

Roads  under  construction 
with  FIDES  funds 

1 1 1  i  1 1  Railroads 

- Territorial  border 

- International  border 

(O)  Federal  Capital  of 

French  West  Africa 

(•)  Territorial  Capital 


Richard-Toll 


Hydraulic  works:  $8,278,000 


i  ^ 

S 


Dakar  —  St.  Louis 
highway:  $2,236,000 


Dakar  —  Thies  high  ten¬ 
sion  line:  $378,000 

1  y 

Protection  and  breeding 

/  / 

Linguere 

of  livestock:  $1,619,000 

Thies  Darks  & 

highways:  $1,178,000 


DAKAR 


Rufisque  —  Thies 
highway:  $2,092,000 


Bambe' 

Djourbel 

Fatick 


Peanuts:  $11,416,000 
Bambey  research  center:  $510,000 
Kaffrine  area:  $2,060,000 


Matam 


Dakar  —  Kaolack 
highway:  $7,384,000 


tM’Bour 
Joal 


Elementary  education: 
$1,336,000 


M’Bour  —  Joal  highway: 

$1,021,000 


Kaolack: 

Port  and  dredging  of  the 
Saloum, Surgical  Group 

Total  $1,468,000 


Ziguinchor: 

Port  and  Airport 

Total  $1,795,000 


Reforestation  and  protection 

\  Kaffrine 

of  forests:  $1,134,000 

Tambacounda 


Rice  cultivation: 
$1,934,000 


Kaolack  —  Ziguinchor  and 
Trans-Gambian  highway: 
$9,532,000 


Ziguinchor 
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Area:  80,600  sq.  miles 


Population:  2,224,000 


Capital:  Dakar 


SENEGAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR  1956 


BUDGET 

Current  Expenditures  . 

Capital  Expenditures  . 

\  F.W.A.  Budget  4,046 
/  Local  Budget  1,114 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation) 


in  thousand  $ 
39,500 
5,160 


18,300 


FOREIGN  TRADE  (Senegal,  Sudan,  Mauritania) 


Exports  . . .  1  20,600 

Imports  . - . . .  198,900 

including  Capital  Goods  34,800 

Trade  Balance .  — 78,300 

Franc  Zone  — 35,200 
Dollar  Zone  — 16,000 
Sterling  Zone  —  5,700 
Others  — 21,400 


AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 


Peanuts  in  metric  tons 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop) .  625,000 

86,000  tons  of  which  produced  in  Sudan,  processed 
and  marketed  in  Senegal 

Exports  (calendar  year  1956) .  564,000 

Local  Consumption  .  51,000 


MINING  (major  exports) 
Alumina  Phosphates 


POWER 


Electricity  Production  88,217,000  Kwh.  (15%  above  1955) 


64,500 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


FRENCH  GUINEA 


Conakry: 

Port,  Airport,  Telephone  system, 
Public  health,  Secondary  schools, 
Electrification,  City  planning, 
Housing  and  streets 

Total  $34,360,000 


I 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $78.7  million 


Roads  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 

Roads  under  construction 
with  FIDES  funds 

1 1  >  1 1 1  Railroads 

— - Territorial  border 

- International  border 

(#)  Territorial  Capital 

/  \ 

) 


I 

I 


Rice  cultivation . $7,951,000 

Upper  Guinea  . $1,260,000 

Lower  Guinea  . $3,024,000 

Rice  mills  and  development  $1 ,890,000 


Kissidougou 
t  Konsankoro 

\ 


/  fGoecVe 


Coffee:  $397,000 


V— A 


AAacenta 


Beyla 


X 


Quinine:  $895,000  | 


I 


N'Zerekore  —  Liberia 
highway:  $2,520,000 
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Area:  106,200  sq.  miles  •  Population:  2,507,000  •  Capital:  Conakry 


FRENCH  GUINEA  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR 


BUDGET 


Current  Expenditures  . 

Capital  Expenditure  . 

\  F.W.A.  Budget  1,091 
l  Local  Budget  520 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation) 


FOREIGN  TRADE 


Exports  . 

Imports  . 

including  Capital  Goods  7,700 

Trade  Balance  . 

Franc  Zone  —8,360 
Dollar  Zone  -f-  245 
Sterling  Zone  +2,177 
[Others  -2,662 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Coffee 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop) 

Exports  (calendar  year  1956) . 

Value  of  exports  $8.6  million 

Bananas 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop)  . 

Exports  (calendar  year  1956) . 

Value  of  exports  $7.4  million 

Palm  Kernels 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop) 

Exports  (calendar  year  1956) . 

Value  of  exports  $2.7  million 


MINING  (major  exports) 

Bauxite  . 

Iron  Ore . 

Diamonds  . 


in  thousand  $ 
2,900 
4,200 
308 


POWER 

Electricity  Production  12,970,000  Kwh.  (30%  above  1955) 


1956 


in  thousand  $ 
22,100 
1,611 


10,500 


29,100 

37,700 

-8,600 


in  metric  tons 

10,540 
1  1,103 


82,235 

91,061 


20,310 

21,878 


in  metric  tons 
457,000 
833,000 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


IVORY  COAST 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $109.0  million 


Roads  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 


Roads  under  construction 
with  FIDES  funds 


»  •  - 


./ 


Protection  and  breeding 
of  livestock:  $1,140,000 


1 1 1 1  Railroads 

- Territorial  border 

- International  border 

®  Territorial  Capital 


Odienne 


< 

> 


V 


Elementary  schools  and 
vocational  training:  $1,474,000 


/ 

L.. 


✓ 


Bouake' 

Airport,  Modern  School, 
Apprenticeship  Center 

Total  $1,732,000 


\- 


Man 


I 


Bridges  and  ferries: 
$3,622,000 


Yamossoukro  —  Dimbokro 
highway:  $1,575,000 


/ 

I 

/ 


Daloa 


Agriculture.- 

$5,890,000 

Coffee,  Cocoa . 

$2,835,000 

Oil  palm  cultivation 

$1,134,000 

\ 

4 

A 

? 

Yamossoukro% 


Gagnoa 


Gagno  —  Sassandra 
highway:  $806,000 


I 


Forest  development: 
$2,142,000 


\ 


1  Sassandra 


\ 


\Tabou 

\  # 


Sassandra: 

Port,  Public  Works,  Streets 
Total  $1,606,000 
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Area:  123,200  sq.  miles 


Population:  2,485,000 


Capital:  Abidjan 


IVORY  COAST 

ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR 

1956 

i 

BUDGET 

Current  Expenditures  . 

Capital  Expenditures  . 

\  F.W.A.  Budget  1,697 
l  Local  Budget  2,440 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation) 


in  thousand  $ 
39,300 
4,137 


15,300 


FOREIGN  TRADE 

Exports  . . 150,300 

Imports  . . 105,100 

including  Capital  Goods  25,  700 

Trade  Balance  .  -|-45,200 

Franc  Zone  -(-20, 700 
Dollar  Zone  -(-22,300 
Sterling  Zone  —  4,700 
Others  -f-  6,900 


AGRICULTURE  (major  crops)  in  metric  tons 

Coffee 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop)  . . .  1  13,400 

Exports  (calendar  year  1  956) . . .  1  1  8,794 

Value  of  exports  $90.3  million 

Cocoa 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop)  . . .  65,400 

Exports  (calendar  year  1956) _  _ _  75,745 

Value  of  exports  $48  million 


Lumber 

Exports  . . .  . 

Value  of  exports  $6.9  million 


21  1,900- 


POWER 


Electricity  Production  21,565,000  Kwh.  (38%  above  1955) 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


UPPER  VOLTA 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $44.7  million 


Hydraulic  works: 
$3,200,000 


r~m\ 


UPPER  VOLTA  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR 


BUDGET 


Current  Expenditures  . 

Capital  Expenditures  . 

\  F.W.A.  Budget  811 
I  Local  Budget  1 ,41  1 
Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation) 


in  thousand  $ 

14,800 

2,222 


7,900 


FOREIGN  TRADE 


Exports  . 

Imports  . 

Trade  Balance 


5,700 

9,100 

3,400 


AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Shea  Nuts  (Marketed  Production)  . 

POWER 

Electricity  Production  2,532,000  Kwh.  (58%  above  1955) 


in  metric  tons 
6,172 
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Area:  105,900  sq.  miles  •  Population:  3,325,000  •  Capital:  Ouagadougou 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $25.2  million 


FRENCH  NIGER 


\ 

Roads  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 

Roads  under  construction 
™  m  with  FIDES  funds 

-L1 1 1  1 1  Railroads 

—  - - Territorial  border 

- International  border 

®  Territorial  Capital 


V 


\ 


\ 


Elementary  schools  and 
vocational  training:  $693,000 


Malanville  bridge: 

\  - 

$1,134,000 

FRENCH  NIGER  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR  1956 


BUDGET  in  thousand  $ 

Current  Expenditures  .. .  13,594 

Capital  Expenditures  . 1,674 

F.W.A.  Budget  594 
I  Local  Budget  1,080 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation)  .  6,491 

FOREIGN  TRADE 

Exports  . 22,000 

Imports  .  9,100 

Trade  Balance  .  -(-13,100 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops)  in  metric  tons 

Peanuts:  Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop) .  98,000 

Exports  (calendar  year  1956) .  92,000 

POWER 


Electricity  Production  2,462,000  Kwh.  (52%  above  1955) 


Area:  494,500  sq.  miles 


Population:  2,335,000 


Capital:  Niamey 
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MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


FRENCH  SUDAN 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $79.4  million 


l 

/ 


/ 


Hydraulic  works  in  the 
entire  territory:  $4,851,000 


\ 


\ 


Repair  of  the  Kayes  -Niger 
railroad:  $14,049,000 


Protection  and  breeding 
of  livestock:  $2,079,000 


Niger  Office 
$46,362,000 


Bamako: 

Public  health,  Educational 
institutions,  Electrification, 
Public  works 


/ 


Elementary  schools: 
$630,000 


Rice  cultivation:  land  development, 
rice  fields  and  mills:  $6,1 1 1,000 


Mopti: 

Fishing  Center,  Hospital 
Total  $1,462,000 


\ 


\ 


\ 


Gao  water  supply: 
$416,000 


$10,332,000 

\  r 

\  (•)  KAMAI/n*  S< 

5qou  \ 

\  4  Mopti 

Mopti  —  Upper  Volta 
highway:  $3,340,000 

i  Gao 


San, 


Electrification  of 
Segou:  $378,000 


/ 


J 


/ 


Sikassc 


Study  and  upkeep 
of  the  river:  $1,260,000 


Federal  zoological  research 

•  / 

Bamako  —  Ivory  Coast 

center  of  Sotuba  (Bamako):  $674,000 

highway:  $8,379,000 

FRENCH  SUDAN  economic  indicators  for  1956 


in  thousand  $ 
21,400 
1,691 
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BUDGET 

Current  Expenditures  . 

Capital  Expenditures  . 

s  F.W.A.  Budget  434 
I  Local  Budget  1 ,257 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation)  . 

FOREIGN  TRADE  (1) 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Peanuts  (Marketed  production  —  1955/56  crop). 

Shea  Nuts  (Marketed  production  —  1955/56  crop) 

Cotton  (Marketed  production  —  1955/56  crop). 

Raw  Kapok  (Marketed  production  —  1955/56  crop) 

POWER 

Electricity  Production  8,233,300  Kwh.  (11%  above  1955) 

(1)  See:  SENEGAL ,  FOREIGN  TRADE ,  p.  17 

Area:  450,000  sq.  miles  •  Population:  3,643,000  •  Capital:  Bamako 


11,400 


in  metric  tons 
86,000 
2,400 
1,200 
1,500 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $15.1  million 


MAURITANIA 


Port-Etienne: 
Fishing  port, 
Water  supply 

Total  $2,394,000 


- 

/ 

/  a  Fort-Gouraud 


yPort-Etienne  ^  J 


Roads  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 


*  ‘  ‘  Railroads 


- Territorial  border 

-  International  border 

(^>  Territorial  Capital 


\ 


Aeronautical  equipment 
of  main  centers:  $504,000 


Atar 


Akjoujt 


Public  health:  $756,000 


Elementary  schools:  $441,000 


\ 

\ 


Hydraulic  works: 
$4,315,000 


NOUAKCHOTT 


Cereals  —  agricultural 
development:  $1,732,000 


Date  palms: 

$1,197,000 

Rosso  high  school: 

$1,040,000 

/- 

Ys 

Port  and  ferry 
$504,000 

Rosso 


- - Bog  he 


Saint-Louis 


\ 


A 

*  \ 


Kaedi 


<5> 


Protection  and 
breeding 
of  livestock: 
$1,638,000 


DAKAR 


®  \ 


Aioun-el-Atrouss 


/ 


•f-  \ 

V  * 


j 


A 


' — - - - 


/ 


*  / 
i 


MAURITANIA 


BUDGET 

Current  Expenditures  . 

Capital  Expenditures  . 

\  F.W.A.  Budget  200 
I  Local  Budget  68 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation) 

FOREIGN  TRADE  (1) 

AGRICULTURE 

Gum  arabic  (production)  . 


ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR  1956 

in  thousand  $ 


6,541 

268 


1,142 


in  metric  tons 
1,800 


POWER 

Electricity  Production  161,000  Kwh.  (544%  above  1955) 


(1)  See:  SENEGAL ,  FOREIGN  TRADE ,  p.  17 


Area:  415,000  sq.  miles  •  Population  615,000  •  Capital:  Nouakchott 
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bomey 


ohicon 


Athieme 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $49.9  million 


Education: 

Teacher  training  courses  . 

..$832,000 

Elementary  schools  and 

intensive  vocational  training 

$567,000 

Porga 


- 

/ 

/  \ 

i.  ' 

\Natitingou 

X. 


Farm  development: 


$882,000 


\ 


Malanville  •  V 


Roads  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 


Roads  under  construction 
with  FIDES  funds 


Kandi 


■i-i-i » 1 1  Railroads 

- Territorial  border 

- —  International  border 

@  Territorial  Capital 


Increase  and  improvement 
of  stock  breeding:  $995,000 


% 

a  \ 


Hydraulic  works: 
$2,262,000 


Parakou  — 
Malanville 
highway: 
$7,119,000 


Tchaourou  —  Porga  yp 

1 

highway:  $561,000  | 

X 

Parakou 


Parakou: 

Public  health.  Apprenticeship 
center,  Electrification 
Total  $706,000 


Forest  protection  and 
reforestation:  $693,000 


Tchaourou' 


Improvement  of  corn 
cultivation:  $410,000 


Savalou' 


Upkeep  and  restoration 
of  palm  groves:  $3,471,000 


£  \  1 

©'  1  I  ~ 

3  9 1 

Benin  —  Niger  railroad  — 
labor  and  material:  $1,455,000 

»  j  l 

J  1 

i 

7  Save/ 

I 

Various  highways  and 
bridges:  $1,783,000 

1 

1 

Porto-Novo: 

Togoland  —  Nigeria 
highway:  $1  1,308,000 


Cotonou: 

Docks,  Airport,  Telecommunications 
equipment,  Technical  school  and 
Apprenticeship  center,  Public 
works,  Water  supply 

Total  $6,917,000 


School  and  agricultural  apprenticeship 
center,  Piers  and  lagoons,  Classical 
school,  Public  works  and  housing 

Total  $2,287,000 


PORTO-NOVO 


Electrification  of  Cotonou, 

Porto-Novo  and  Ouidah:  $3,307,000 


Shipping  station  for 
palm  oil:  $567,000 


Studies  and  upkeep  of 
the  Oueme  delta:  $1,802,000 
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Area:  43,800  sq.  miles  •  Population:  1,615,000  •  Capital:  Porto-Novo 


DAHOMEY 


ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR 


1956 


BUDGET 

in  thousand  $ 

Current  Expenditures  .  14,291 

Capital  Expenditures  . .  1,674 

\  F.W.A.  Budget  646 
l  Local  Budget  1 ,028 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation)  .  6,514 

FOREIGN  TRADE 

Exports  . 14,857 

Imports  .  21,142 

including  Capital  Goods  4,571 

Trade  Balance  .  —  6,285 

Franc  Zone  —  806 
Dollar  Zone  —  474 
Sterling  Zone  — 1,851 
Others  —3,154 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Coffee  I  in  metric  tons 

Marketed  production  (1  955/56  crop) .  1 ,230 

Exports  (calendar  year  1  956) .  1,291 

Value  of  exports  $571  thousand 

Palm  Kernels 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop) .  47,760 

Exports  (calendar  year  1956) .  49,909 

Value  of  exports  $6.3  million 

Palm  Oil 

Marketed  production  (1955/56  crop) .  18,200 

Exports  (calendar  year  1  956) .  1 6,1 85 

Value  of  exports  $4  million 

POWER 


Electricity  Production  3,800,000  Kwh.  (24%  above  1955) 


FIDES  IN 

FRENCH  EQUATORIAL  AFRICA 


THE  TASK  AND  THE  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


In  the  case  of  FEA,  even  more  than  of  FWA,  the 
distribution  of  the  population  coupled  with  geo¬ 
graphic  factors  present  difficulties  of  such  a 
scope  that  only  a  rational  plan  of  development 
could  solve  them. 

•  The  over-all  population  density  is  less  than  5 
inhabitants  per  square  mile. 

•  Almost  three  quarters  of  this  population  live 
more  than  600  miles  from  the  coast. 

•  The  tropical  forest  which  lies  between  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  hinterland  formerly 
constituted  an  impenetrable  barrier. 

•  The  navigable  sections  of  the  main  water¬ 
ways  —  Congo,  Ubangi,  Shari  and  Ogowe 
Rivers  —  are  not  connected  with  each  other. 

That  is  why  the  improvement  of  the  north-south 
line  of  communications  between  the  Territories 
—  from  Fort-Lamy  to  Bangui  by  road,  from 
Bangui  to  Brazzaville  by  waterway  and  from 
Brazzaville  to  the  coast  by  railroad  —  as  well 
as  the  development  of  airlines  were  prerequi¬ 
sites  for  the  economic  and  social  development 
of  FEA. 
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DENSITY  OF  POPULATION 


THE  CONGO-OCEAN  RAILROAD  AND  SEAPORTS 


In  1934,  the  320-miles  Congo-Ocean  Railroad  was  the  first  link  established  between 
Pointe-Noire  on  the  coast,  through  the  tropical  rain  forest  and  the  mountainous 
area  of  Mayombe,  across  92  bridges  and  through  1  2  tunnels,  to  Brazzaville,  the 
capital  of  FEA,  which  commands  the  Congo  River  system. 


Since  1938,  traffic  along  this  line  has  considerably  increased,  as  a  result  of  the 
constant  modernization  of  its  rolling  stock  in  recent  years. 

PASSENGER  TRAFFIC  AND  FREIGHT  TRAFFIC 


Immediately  after  the  completion  of  the  Congo-Ocean  Railroad,  construction  was 
begun  on  the  artificial  harbor  of  Pointe-Noire  in  Middle  Congo.  Work  was  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  war  and  the  harbor  is  now  fully  equipped. 


In  Gabon,  two  other  ports  —  of  importance  for  the  forestry  industry  and  the  newly 
discovered  oil  fields  —  have  been  growing  in  recent  years:  Libreville  and  Port-Gentil , 
the  latter  being  the  site  of  one  of  the  largest  plywood  factories  in  the  world. 


CARGO  TRAFFIC  OF  MAJOR  PORTS  OF  FRENCH  EQUATORIAL  AFRICA 
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ROADS  AND  AIRPORTS 

The  tropical  rain  forest  barrier  in  the  southern  part  of  FEA  and  the  climatic  condi¬ 
tions  prevailing  all  over  that  Territory  are  mainly  responsible  for  making  a  modern 
road  network  a  very  costly  proposition.  Increasing  efforts,  however,  have  been 
made  to  build  hard  surfaced  roads  and  to  improve  dirt  roads  so  as  to  make  them 
passable  in  all  seasons  in  order,  among  other  things,  to  link  the  navigable  sections 
of  the  main  rivers. 


ROAD  NETWORK  IN  1956 
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AIR  NETWORK  IN  1956 


hbuHE 


Douala 


Yaounde 


Lastourville 


vfranceville 


)  ^ 

to  Paris,  Marseille,  Rome  -  i 
to  Paris,  Algiers  /  #  Faya-Largeau 

to  Paris,  Algiers^* 

Marseille  / 

/ 

i 

Moussoro 


Kano  • 


Maroua,/  I 
Kaele^  A  \ 

Pala-/— 
Garoua/*  \ 

/ 


N’Gaoundere 


Abecher  / 


— - 


Fort-Lcuy^ 


Mongo 


Moundou 


T”Fort  Archambault 


/  Boua 


✓  N 


B^ouri  ^.y - /BangJi 


♦•Makoua 


Djambala 


Bitam 
Mitzic 
Libreville 

Lambarene 
Port  Gentil 

Tchibanga 
Mayoumb 


Pointe-Noire 


O/  BRAZZAVILLE 


I 

I 

I 

I 


Air  transportation  is,  under  such  conditions,  an 
ideal  means  of  bringing  together  the  most  re¬ 
mote  points  of  FEA.  From  the  airport  of  Braz¬ 
zaville  —  of  international  class  —  and  other 
important  airports  such  as  Bangui,  Fort-Lamy, 
Libreville,  Port-Gentil  and  Pointe-Noire  radiate 
airlines  of  regional  and  local  interest. 

As  in  the  rest  of  French  Africa,  the  airplane  has 
acted  as  a  factor  of  progress  in  FEA.  Airlines 
are  being  increasingly  used  by  the  Africans  of 
all  four  Territories  and  proved  extremely  valu¬ 
able  in  freight  transportation  carrying  fresh 
meat  from  the  Chad  and  raw  cotton  from 
Ubangi-Shari  to  the  south,  and  conversely 
pharmaceutical  products,  spare  parts,  etc.  to 
the  north. 


to  Livingstone 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  &  EDUCATION 


In  FEA,  as  in  the  other  French  African  Territo¬ 
ries,  FIDES  has  laid  stress  on  mass  action  to 
improve  the  health  condition  of  the  popula¬ 
tions.  Since  the  epidemics  of  yellow  fever  and 
smallpox,  that  were  so  destructive,  have  prac¬ 
tically  disappeared,  preventive  medicine  has 
developed  considerably  during  recent  years. 
Thus,  in  1955,  more  than  2  million  persons 
were  vaccinated.  Sleeping  sickness  has  been 
almost  wiped  out;  only  784  new  cases  were 
discovered  in  1956.  As  for  leprosy,  in  1956,  it 
was  possible  to  treat  more  than  92%  of  all 
existing  cases  or  126,208  patients. 
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EDUCATION 


The  percentage  of  school  age  children  edu¬ 
cated  in  FEA  rose  from  5.33%  in  1946  to 
24.4%  in  1956.  This  figure  includes  the  Chad, 
the  most  remote  Territory,  which  alone  ac¬ 
counts  for  more  than  half  the  total  population 
of  FEA.  In  the  other  Territories  this  ratio  reaches 
43%  in  Ubangi-Shari  and  62%  in  the  two 
southern  Territories,  Middle  Congo  and  Ga¬ 
bon,  which,  being  closer  to  the  sea,  were  the 
first  to  be  opened  to  progress  and  are  there¬ 
fore  advanced  in  their  social  development. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT 
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TECHNICAL  AND  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT 
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AGRICULTURE 


The  economy  of  FEA,  like  that  of  FWA,  is  still  primarily  agricultural.  But  its  forest 
wealth  has  already  given  rise,  particularly  in  Gabon,  to  a  lumber  industry  with 
24  sawmills. 

The  introduction  of  new  crops,  such  as  peanuts,  as  well  as  the  modernization  of 
the  methods  of  cultivating  traditional  products,  the  stocking  of  the  streams  and  ponds 
with  tilapia  fish,  and  finally,  the  development  of  ranching  in  the  Chad,  have  resulted 
in  improving,  both  qualitatively  and  quantitatively,  the  diet  of  the  African  farmers. 


LIVESTOCK 

Sheep  &  goats 
Cattle 


PRODUCTION  OF  THE  MAJOR  FOODSTUFFS 
FOR  LOCAL  CONSUMPTION  IN  FRENCH  EQUATORIAL  AFRICA 
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AGRICULTURE 
Millet  &  sorghum 
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In  addition,  the  increase  in  cash  crops  intended  for  export,  particularly  that  of 
lumber  and  cotton,  enables  FEA  to  import  consumer  goods  in  ever-increasing 
quantities. 

Plans  for  the  development  of  pilot  regions  —  such  as  the  Ogowe  River  basin  in 
Gabon,  the  Logone  River  basin  in  Chad,  and  particularly  the  Niari-Kuilu  River  basin 
in  Middle  Congo  —  where  a  wide  variety  of  crops  can  be  produced  are  already 
being  carried  out.  They  will  help  FEA  to  acquire  a  modern  economy. 
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Livestock 


Meat  1 ,600  tons 
Cotton  fibers 
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Coffee  beans  5,900  tons 

kernel  8,000  tons 


Palm 

oil  3,300  tons 
Cocoa  2,900  tons 
Shelled  peanuts  8,100  tons 
flogs 

Wood  lumber 
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MAIN  CASH  CROPS  FOR  EXPORT 
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MINING  AND  ENERGY 
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In  the  past,  the  most  important  minerals  extracted  were  gold,  diamonds  in  Ubangi- 
Shari  and  lead  in  Middle  Congo. 

Prospecting  of  the  subsoil,  carried  out  systematically  since  1946  by  the  Bureau 
Minier  de  la  France  d’Outre-Mer  (Mining  Bureau  of  France  Overseas),  has  revealed 
that  there  are  unsuspected  possibilities  in  FEA: 

•  manganese  at  Franceville  in  Gabon  —  with  reserves  of  more  than  100  mil¬ 
lion  tons  —  which  is  to  be  exploited  with  the  cooperation  of  U.  S.  Steel; 

•  iron  at  Mekambo  in  Gabon,  which  is  one  of  the  three  largest  deposits  in 
the  world  and  is  being  prospected  with  the  participation  of  the  Bethlehem 
Steel  Company; 

•  phosphates  at  Holle  in  Middle  Congo; 

•  petroleum  near  Port-Gentil  in  Gabon. 

To  these  large  resources  must  be  added  a  hydroelectrical  potential  that  is  practically 
limitless,  particularly  on  the  Kuilu  River  where  plans  for  hydroelectric  works,  with  a 
capacity  of  7.5  billion  Kwh.,  could  make  possible  an  electrometallurgical  and 
electrochemical  industry  on  the  coast:  aluminum,  ferro-manganese,  ferro-silicon, 
phosphorus,  silicon  carbide,  magnesium  and  also  paper  pulp. 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 
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MIDDLE  CONGO 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $91  million 
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Brazzaville: 

Port . $1,362,000 

Hospital  . $2,974,000 

Educational 

institutions . $  894,000 

Water  supply  and 

purification  . $  488,000 

Electrification  . . $  288,000 


'  BRAZZAVILLE 


Pointe-Noire: 

Port  . 

$1,485,000 

Water  supply  ... 

. $  368,000 

Electrification 

$  131,000 

Area:  132,000  sq.  miles  •  Population:  759,000  •  Capital:  Pointe-Noire 
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MIDDLE  CONGO 


ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR 


1956 


BUDGET  m  thousanci  $ 

Current  Expenditures  .  8,902 

Capital  Expenditures  .  157 

^F.E.A.  Budget  26 
j  Local  Budget  1  31 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation)  .  A, 757 

FOREIGN  TRADE 

Exports  .  11,748 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Palm  Oil  in  metric  tons 

Exports  (calendar  year  1957)  .  3,100 

Value  of  exports  $803  thousand 

Shea  nuts 

Exports  (calendar  year  1957)  .  7,100 

Value  of  exports  $891  thousand 

Peanuts 

Marketed  production  (1956/57  crop)  .  7,600 

Exports  (calendar  year  1957) 

Shelled  peanuts  .  2,500 

Value  of  exports  $557  thousand 

Unshelled  peanuts  .  1,200 

Value  of  exports  $306  thousand 

Peanut  oil  .  900 

Value  of  exports  $460  thousand 

Lumber 

Exports  (calendar  year  1 957)  .  138,100 

Value  of  exports  $6.2  million 

MINING  (major  exports) 

Lead  Ore 

Marketed  production  .  5,600 

Exports  .  6,000 

Value  of  exports  $768  thousand 

POWER 

Electricity  Production  20,566,600  Kwh. 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


GABON 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $49.6  million 
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LIBREVILLE 
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research  $914,000 


Port  Gentil: 

Port . 

....$428,000 

Water  supply  ... 

....$448,000 

Electrification  ... 

$220,000 

Qg° 


tve 


R. 


Assistance  to  farmers  and 
agricultural  advisers  $465,000 
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Roods  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 

- Territorial  border 

-  International  border 

@  Territorial  Capital 
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Area:  103,000  sq.  miles 


Population:  404,000 


Capital:  Libreville 


GABON  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR  1956 

I  ■ 

BUDGET 

in  thousand  $ 

Current  Expenditures  .  7,548 

Capital  Expenditures  .  203 

'iF.E.A.  Budget  26 
/Local  Budget  177 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation)  .  3,323 

FOREIGN  TRADE 

Exports  .  26,376 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Cocoa  beans  in  metric  tons 

Marketed  Production  .  2,800 

Value  of  Exports  $1.5  million 

Lumber 

Marketed  Production  1 ,306.6  cu.  m. 

Exports  .  513,500 

Value  of  Exports  $23.4  million 

MINING 

Diamonds 

Marketed  Production  2,700  carats 
Exports 

Value  of  Exports  $123  thousand 

Gold 

Marketed  Production  2,244  lbs. 

POWER 


Electricity  Production  7,461,000  Kwh. 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


UBANGI-SHARI 


d  by  FIDES  from 
7:  $50.4  million 


To  Fort-Lamy 


- - 
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Roads  built  or  improved 
with  FIDES  funds 


Assistance  to  farmers, 
agricultural  advisers 
and  assistance  to 
cotton  production 
$2,645,000 


— — —  Territorial  border 
—  —  —  International  border 
(•)  Territorial  Capital 


Bangui: 

Educational  institutions,  Electrification, 
Hospital,  Water  supply  and  purification 

Total  $1,086,000 


Maintenance  of  river  beds 
for  navigation . $1,582,000 


UBANGI-SHARI  ECONOMIC  indicators  for 

1956  ] 

BUDGET 

in  thousand  $ 

Current  Expenditures  . 

8,322 

Capital  Expenditures  . . . 

648.5 

JF.E.A.  Budget  25.7 

([Local  Budget  622.8 

Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation)  . . . . . . . 

3,325.5 

FOREIGN  TRADE 

Exports  . . . . . . 

1 7,690 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Cotton 

in  metric  tons 

Marketed  production  (1956/57  crop)  . . . . . . . 

41,200 

Exports  (calendar  year  1  957)  . . . . . . 

13,900 

Value  of  Exports  $9.4  million 

Coffee  beans 

Marketed  production  (1956/57  crop)  . . . . . . . 

5,800 

Exports  (calendar  year  1  957)  . 

5,600 

Value  of  Exports  $4.0  million 

MINING 

Diamonds 

Marketed  production  143,000  carats 

Value  of  Exports  $2.7  million 

POWER 

Electricity  Production  5,286,700  Kwh. 
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Area:  238,000  sq.  miles 


Population:  1,135,000  •  Capital:  Bangui 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS  FINANCED  BY  FIDES 


Funds  Granted  by  FIDES  from 
1947  to  1957:  $55.8  million 
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Fort-Lamy 

Laboratories  (livestock  breeding), 

Slaughterhouses,  Electrification, 

High  schools,  Water  supply  and 
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purification,  Hospital 
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Total  $3,066,000 
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Rural  water 

development 

$2,277,000 

Locust  control 

$  371,000 

FORT-LAMY 


Development  of  the  Logone 

and  Shari  River  valleys 

(rice  and  cotton) 

$3,100,000 

Highways: 

Garoua-Ft.-Lamy 

and 

Gore-Ft.-Lamy 

$8,142,000 


Abeche 


Ft.  Archambault 


Assistance  to  farmers  and 
agricultural  advisers 
$1,162,000 


CHAD 


ECONOMIC  INDICATORS  FOR 


BUDGET 


Current  Expenditures  . 

Capital  Expenditures  . 

\  F.E.A.  Budget  25.7 
I  Local  Budget  22.9 
Internal  Revenue  (direct  taxation) 


FOREIGN  TRADE 

Exports  . 

AGRICULTURE  (major  crops) 

Cottonseed 

Marketed  Production  (1956/57  crop) 

Exports  (calendar  year  1957)  . 

Value  of  Exports  $17.4  million 

Peanuts 

Estimated  Production  . 

Marketed  Production  (1956/57  crop) 
Cattle 

Exports  39,600  head 

Value  of  Exports  $1.2  million 
Fresh  Meat 

Exports  . 

Value  of  Exports  $803,000 

POWER 

Electricity  Production  2,645,600  Kwh. 


in  thousand  $ 
10,422 
48.6 


5,663 


21,456 


in  metric  tons 
41,300 
23,800 


1 50,000 
4,000 


1,600 


Area:  496,000  sq.  miles  *  Population:  2,581,000  •  Capital:  Fort-Lamy 
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